Naturally active oligostilbenes.
Many naturally occurring oligostilbenes have drawn considerable attention because of their intricate structures and diverse biological activities. In recent years, oligostilbene bioactivities have become a popular research topic worldwide. Although these bioactivities are known to be extensive and several summaries on the activities of the compounds have been published, a comprehensive and systematic summary on active oligostilbenes is unavailable. From January 2005 to December 2013, a large number of active oligostilbenes and corresponding new bioactivities were reported in the literature. This review mainly focuses on the diverse bioactivities of oligostilbenes with various backbones.